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II. Iloaerwn.o,
acnipaHT kadeapu KpUMiHAJIbHOTO MpaBa i mpouecy
BoJsinHCbKOrO HaujoHasmbHOTO yHiBepcuteTy imeHi Jleci Ykpainku

ITPABUJIA OLIIHKH €CIIJI BATOMOCTI
JOKA3IB ¥ BUITAJIKY HEIBKH CBIJKA
OBBHUHYBAYEHH4 010 CYAY

3niACHIOIOYH OyIb-KY OLLiHKY
CIPaBeI/IMBOCTI KPUMIHAJBHOIO IIPO-
BaJ>KeHHsI, €BpONeNChbKUH CyA 3 IpaB
monuun  (mani — €CIUI, Cyn) cnu-
paeTbcsl Ha TapaHTil MiAMYHKTY «d»
NyHKTY 3 ctatTi 6 KoHBeHLii mpo 3axuct
MpaB JIOAWHH Ta OCHOBOTIOJNOXKHUX
cBo6on (mani — Konsenris): «3.Koxc-
Huil — 0bBUHYBAUEHUl Y  BUUHEHHI
KPpUMIHAALHO20 NpasonopyuULeHH s
M€ wonaiimenwe maki npasa: ...d)
donumysamu cg8i0Ki8 068UHYBAUEHHA
abo sumaeamu, wob ix donumaiu,a
maxosx sumaeamy 8uKAuKy i donumy
c8I0KiB 3axucmy HQ MUX CAMUX YMO-
sax, wo t csidkis 063uﬂy3atteﬂﬂﬂ»[l].
Xoua crarrsi 6 KonBenunii rapantye
NpaBO Ha CIpaBelJUBUU CYIOBUH PO3-
riisin, BBaxkae Cyl, BOHAa He BCTAHOBJIOE
HiIKMX MPaBHJ CTOCOBHO NOMYCTUMOCTI
JIOKa3iB fK Takuhx, 00 Le mepenycim
NUTaHHS, STKe PEryJI0eThCs HallioHaJb-
HUM 3aKOHOIABCTBOM [2, mm. 45—46; 3,
n. 34; 4, n. 54]. B KPUMiHAJBHUAX TPO-
Ba/>KEHHSIX, y BUINAAKY HesIBKH CBigka
(cBimKiB) O0OBHMHYyBaueHHs B CyJOBe
3acifaHH$, HaUiOHaJbHI CyAHW TOBUHHI
BCTAHOBUTH «CIIPaBeJINBAH OajaHC»
CTOpiH MJs CHpaBeMJUBOCTI CYIOBOTO
PO3rJIsily, OCKINIBKH BiH IDYHTYETbCS HA
MPUHLMUII PiBHOCTI CTOPiH, 3aCTOCOBY-
€ThCS B KPUMiHAJbHUX MPOBAMKEHHSIX
[5, n. 44], i mepen6ayae, 1m0 KOXKHiH
CTOPOHI Mae OyTH HalaHa MOXJHBICTb
TIPEACTABJSATH CIIpaBy U NOKa3H, B yMO-
Bax, L0 He € CYTTEBO TipLUIMMHU 32 YMOBU
onoueHTa [6, m. 33].

OroJiolieHHS TTOKa3aHb CBilKa, AKHH
He 3'SIBUBCSl B CYZOBOMY 3acinmaHHi i He
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OyB HOTMUTAHUH OOBHHYBAUE€HUM YH KOTO
3aXMCHUKOM Ha TOMepeaHiX CcTamisx
po3rasiny, mnorpebye MiATBEpIKEHHS
{HIIMMK [0Ka3aMH BHWHYBATOCTi, BBa-
xae Cyn, a BUpIIAJBHICTD iX MOKa3aHb
3aJIeXKUTh BiI BaroMocCTi MiATBEPHXKY-
IOUMX [0KasiB: 4YUM OiJbll BaroMUMU
OynyTb iHIII 0OBUHYBAJIbHI 1OKa3u, TUM
MeHIlle BipOTiAHICTb BH3HAHHS [OKa-
3aHb BiICYTHBOTO CBiKa BUPIlIaJIbHUMH
[7, mn. 139; 8, nn. 131-134; 9, m. 58].

OckinbKM ~ TPUUHATTS  HaLiOHAJb-
HUMH CYyIaMM HelepeBipeHHUX [0Ka3iB
CBilKa OOBMHYBaueHHS Hece 3arpo3u
CTOPOHi 3aXUCTY, TO AJsI BCTAHOBJEHHS
6anancy, Ha nymky Cymny, HeoOximHi
JOCTaTHi  ypiBHOBaxymwui  (pakTopy,
y TOMY YHCJi iCHyBaHHS BaroMux Mpo-
[leCyaJbHUX TapaHTid, 3MaTHUX 3a0e3re-
YUTH CIPaBeAJINBY Ta HaJeXHY OLHKY
JOOCTOBipHOCTi Takoro mokasy. TinbKn
JIOCTaTHSI JOCTOBIPHICTb TAaKOr0 NOKasy
3 ypaxyBaHHSM HOTr0 BaXKJHUBOCTI MAJIS
CIpaBH [I03BOJIATb OOTPYHTYBAaTH 3acy-
I>KeHHsT o6BHHYBayeHoro. O6car BpiB-
HOBaXYylOUMX (akTopiB, $Ki BHU3Ha-
YaTHMyTb CIpPaBelJ/IMBICTb  CyHOBOIO
poarasny, Oyae 3ajexkaTd Bii Baromo-
CTi MOKasaHb BiICYyTHbOTO CBinka. Uum
BAKJIMBIIIUMHU € MMOKA3aHHS BiICYTHHOTO
CBilKa, THM BaroMillUMU MawTb OyTH
BpiBHOBaXxKyloui (pakTopy; Le 3abesmne-
YUTb  CIIPaBeMJIMBICTb  IPOBAIKEHHS
B uisomy [10, m. 116; 9, m. 59].

Cyn TepeKOHaHHWH, L0 MOPIiBHSHHSA
BAroMoCTi NIOKa3aHb BiICYTHbOTO CBiIKa
3BUHYBA4YeHHS Ta BArOMOCTi JOJATKOBUX
JI0Ka3iB BUHYBATOCTi Ja€ 3MOTy BCTaHO-
BUTH BHpIIANBHICTh IOKa3aHb CBilKa:
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YuM Oi/bll BaroMUMH OyAyTb iHIII 0OBU-
HyBayyBaHi I0Ka3u, TUM MeHIUa Biporia-
HICTb BH3HAaHHA IOKa3aHb BiICYTHHOTO
cBimka BupiwaneHuMu [7, nm. 139;
8, mn. 131-135; 9, n. 58; 11, n. 75].

[IpoBonsiuM BJaCHY OL{HKY CIpaBef-
JUBOCTI BHUPOKY 3arasoM, Cyn HaroJso-
11ye, 10 BiACYTHICTb MOBaXKHOI MPUUHUHHU
HesIBKU CBifka He € 6e3yMOBHUM IOKa-
30M HeCIpaBeMJUBOCTI CYHOBOIO pO3-
TJIsILY, a TOMY 3'ICOBY€, UM OyJM IMOKa-
3aHHS BiICYTHBOIO CBigKa €IMHOK Ta
BUpIlIa/JIbHOIO MiACTaBOI 3acCylKeHHS
0OBHHYBAUeHOr0 Ta YW iCHYBaJHU IIpO-
LecyasbHi TrapaHTil, CIPOMOXKHi BpiB-
HOBAXXKUTHU TPYJAHOLLi CTOPOHH 3aXUCTY
[12, m. 52; 11, nm. 82—-84; 13, m. 66].
3ifiCHIOIOUM BJIaCHY OLHKY BaroMocCTi
[IOKa3aHb CBilKa Yy CBITJi BHCHOBKIB
HauioHaJMbHUX cyniB, Cyn Mae Bpaxo-
BYBaTH BaromicTb HOAATKOBHUX HasiBHUX
06BMHYBaMbHUX 10KasiB [7, m. 131].

Jlns  HauioHaslbHOTO  Cyny, SIKMH
po3rygnae crnpaBy, [OBHUHHI iCHYBaTH
Baromi NPHUYUHU HESIBKU CBiIKa, TOOTO
Cyl TOBHMHEH MaTH Barome (akTH4YHe
Ta MpaBoBe OOIPYHTyBaHH{, W00 He
3abesneyyBaTH SIBKY CBilka B CyJOBe
3acimanHs. fkmo Take migrpyHTs 6yJo,
TO Lle € BaromMe IOSICHEHHS BHU3HaHHS
HalliOHaJIbHUM CYyIOM HelepeBipeHuX
NI0Ka3aHb BiICYTHBOTO CBifKa SIK 10Ka3y
[10, m. 119].

BuHeceHH$s1 BUPOKY 00BHHYBaueHOMY
Ha OCHOBi IIpaBWJ/a <«E€IWHOTO YU BUPI-
IaJBbHOTO J0Ka3y» BiACYTHBOTO CBiIKa
€ TpeporaTMBa HaliOHaJIbHUX CyaiB [14,
n. 156; 15, o. 67; 8, om. 141, 150].
€CILJI 3pificHIOE JMIIE OIHKY TOTO, SIK
HaUiOHAJ/IbHI CYAH AOTPUMA/IUCh TJayMa-
YeHb BHpPAa3iB «EIMHUH» Ta «BHpillasb-
HUH» TOKa3W, Ta 3’sCOBYE, Ud He OyJa
OLIHKa BaroMocCTi [J0Ka3iB, BCTaHOB-
JieHa HaliOHAJbHUMHU CYAaMH HeNpuH-
HSITHOIO 4Yd OoBinpHOMO [16, m. 23; 17,
nn. 52-53].

[Ipuknangom Toro, sik Cyn BpaxoBye
BaroMiCThb AOAATKOBHUX N0OKa3iB OOBHHY-
BAaUeHHSI MOXKe OyTH TaKHUH.

Y posnopsizkeHHi HaliOHAJbHOTO
cyny OyJad HaCTyMHi NOOATKOBi OKa3u
LIOA0  NPaBONOpPYLUEHHS:  IPOTOKOJ
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OTJISITy Ta BUIMKH; TIOKAa3aHHS MOHSTHX,
NPUCYTHIX Mif 4ac NpoBedeHHS CJiayoi
Iii; BUCHOBOK €KCIlepTa, SIKUM MigTBep-
JI2KyBaslacsl HasiBHICTb Ha BHJy4YeHiH
6aHKHOTI Ta Ha pykKax 0OBHHYBAueHOTO
CJimiB omHiel Ta Tiel XK JIOMiHECLIEHTHOI
pinvau. Kpim Toro, B po3nopsii:kKeHHi
uboro cyay OyJau TOKa3aHHS OOBHHY-
BQueHOro, HafaHi Mig 4Yac A0CYI0BOTO
craigctBa (KMl He OyB JOMUTAHUE
CTOPOHOIO 3aXHUCTY), NONpU  Te, 11O
misHime BiH Bix HUX BigmoBuBcHA. Cyn
3a3HauMB, 10 BCi i M0KasW He OyJu
BUpIlIaJbHUMU  [Ji  OOBHHYBaueHHS
y waxpadcTBi Ta nigOyproBaHHI [0
crnpobu naBaHHSl xabapa, i BCTaHOBMUB,
1110 NT0Ka3aHHS BiACYTHBOr'O CBifKa OyJu
«BUpilIAJBbHUMH», TOOTO BHU3HaAYaJb-
HUMHU [JJ/151 3aCyIKeHHS 0OBUHYBaueHOT0
i BCTaHOBJIIOE HeCNPaBeNJUBICTb CYLO-
Boro poarasay [11, nn. 86-88].
HaujonanbHi cynu MOBUHHI Mpo-
SIBUTH O00epekHe CTaBJIEHHS 10 Hemepe-
BipeHUX I0Ka3aHb BiACYTHbOTO CBilKa,
mo posuiHoeTbcss CynoM sK BaX/MBa
rapanTis npas 3axucty [10, 1.146].
O60B's13KOM HalLliOHAJBHUX CYIIB € TOBe-
JIEHHSI TOTO, L0 MOKa3aHHS BiICYTHHOTO
CBiflKa € MeHII BaroMUMH HiXK J0I1aTKOBI
0o0BUHYBauyBaHi mokasu. Kpim Toro,
HaliOHaJbHI CyIH NOBUHHI BCTAHOBUTH
JOCTOBIpPHICTh IHIIMX HAasfBHUX J0Ka3iB
BUHYBATOCTi: MalOTb HalaTH MAeTajbHe
MOTHBYBAHH$I TOrO, YOMY iHIII HasBHI
JIOKa3u BOHU BBaXKajd AOCTOBIPHHUMH.
Y Bumamky, KOJM HaUiOHAJbHI Cymd He
JOBeJIM, 10 [OKAa3aHHS BiACYTHbOTO
CBiKa € MeHII BaroMHMMH i He JOBeJH
JNOCTOBIpPHICTb {HIIMX HasBHUX [0Kas3iB,
Cyn BBa)kae TOKa3aHHS BiICYTHBOTO
CBiZKa «BHUpilllaJbHUM», TOOTO BCTAHOB-
JIIOE HeclpaBelJIUBiCTb CYNOBOrO pO3-
rasay [10, nn. 126-131; 11, n. 90].
[Ipuknamom Toro, 10 BaroMmicThb
JIOIATKOBUX OOBUHYBauyBaHUX J0Ka3iB
€ Hu3bKolo, Cyl BCTaHOBHB TakK.
Opranu Bjagu He HOKJAJH BCiX
PO3YMHHUX 3yCUJb 3a0e3MeUduTH SBKY
CBilKa OOBHHYBaueHHS, He BpaxyBaJu
BArOMICTh IOKa3aHb CBifKa [IJ5 3acy-
JI2KeHHS 0OBMHYBayeHOro, He MpPOBeJH
JOCTaTHbO YyPiBHOBAXKYIOUHMX 3aXOMiB,
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IKi 1O3BOJIU/IN 6 IPOBECTH CIIPABEIINUBY
Ta Ha/leXHy OLIHKy HellepeBipeHUX
MOKa3aHb, a TOMY B OOBHHYBAueHOTO
BiICyTHSI Ha OyIb-IKid cTagii mpoBa-
JDKEeHHSI MOXKJIMBICTb MNOIMTATH CBigKa
abo BUMarati, 1ob HOro AOMUTAJH, L0
NpU3BeJO [0 HeCHpaBemJHUBOCTI CYHO-
Boro poarasay [11, m. 94].

OmjHol0Ud  CHpaBelIUBICTL  MPO-
BajKeHHs1 B wimomy, Cyn OLiHIOE $K
JIOCTATHICTb JOMATKOBHUX JOKasiB mJs
BUMAAKY, KOJM T[O0Ka3h BiACYyTHbOTO
CBilKa € €IMHUMMU YU BUPIlUAJbHUMH,
Tak i Te, K HaUiOHaJbHI CYyOU OLIHUJIU
BAroMicTb n0Ka3ie Buuu [10, m. 124].
ko Hespoaymino, UM € BiAMOBiIHUH
IOKa3 €IWHUM uu BuUpimanbHuMm, Cyn
IOTPUMYEThCS MTPaBHUJIa, 1110 JAHUH 10Ka3
Mae CYTTEBY BaromicTb i HOr0 BU3HAHHS
MOXKe CTBOPUTH CKJAQAHOILLi CTOPOHI
3axucTy. UMM BaromilidMu € Li ToKa-
3aHHs, TUM Oi/blIy BaroMiCTb MOBHHHI
MaTh nojaTkoBi mokasu [10, m. 116].

Y BUMagKy, KOJM HaliOHaJbHI Cyau
He BKasaJlid CBOIO II03HIiI0 abo BKa3a/au
1l HeuiTKO 1100 BaroMocCTi [10Kas3iB Bif-
cyTHbOTO CcBinKa, Cy/ IIPOBOANTE BJIACHY
ouinky[18, n. 58; 19, nn. 198—200; 20,
nn. 54-56; 21, . 36].

[Tpuxnamom ouinku CymoMm Baromo-
CTi 10Ka3y, MoxKe OYyTH TaKuH.

B onHili i3 cmpaB emuHUU BimcyT-
Hid CBiIOK Ha J0CYIOBOMY CJIiICTBI
llaB MOKas3aHHs, WO OyB OYeBHALEM
HOXKOBOTO mopaHeHHs. Moro Hemin-
TBepJKeHi TOoKa3aHHsl OyJHu SIKIIO He
€IMHUMH, TO BUpIillalbHUMHU AOKa3aMHU
npotu o6BuHyBaueHoro. €CILJI BBa-
JKae, WO Ui MOKa3aHHsS MalTb 3HAUHY
BaromicTp i 6e3 HUX UMOBipHiCTb 06BU-
HYBaJIbHOT'O BUPOKY OyJa 6 MeHIIOI.
i mokazaHHs moTpeOyIOTh AOAATKO-
BUX [0Ka3iB Ta OIL[HKH IX BaroMocTi,
OCKIJIbKM TMOKa3aHHs, fKi, HAa MepLIul
NOIJVISN, € TIOCJILOBHI Ta IEepPeKOH-
JIUBi, BCe K He MOKHa BBaXKaTH «SIBHO
Hagidui» [7, n. 160].

Bapto migkpecauTu, 10 [AeMOH-
CTpauid y Cy[LOBOMY 3acCiJaHHi Bineosa-
NHUCY OOMUTY CBifKa Ha cTapil caigcTBa
Bu3HaeThcst CynoM MOAaTKOBOIO Baro-
MOIO FapaHTi€l0, OCKIJIbKY y HaliOHAJ/b-
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HOT'O CYIy Ta CTOPiH 3’SIBASIETHCS MOXK-
JIUBICTb CIIOCTepiraTu 3a MOBEIiHKOIO
CBifKa Mig 4yac [OONUTY Ta CKJACTHUCh
BJIACHE YSIBJEHHS ILIOJO0 NOCTOBipHOCTI
fioro nmokasassb [10, m. 127]. Baxausoro
rapaHTielo € HaJlaHHS CTOPOHi 3aXHUCTy
MOXKJHBOCTI 3aJaTH CBOI 3alHWTaHHS
OTOCePeKOBAHO, HANpUKAalA, Yy MHUChb-
MOBiH ¢opMi Ha cTanil CymoBOro pos-
raany [22, m. 49; 23, n. 60]. Cepen
(hakTOpiB, fKi BU3HA4yalOTb BaroMicTb
00BHHYBaJbHUX NOKa3iB, € 3’siCyBaHHS
TOro, UM HajaBaJach MOXKJHBICTb
00BMHYBaUeHOMY BUKJACTH BJAaCHY
BepCilo MO Ta MOCTABUTH IiJ CYMHIB
JOCTOBIpPHICTb II0Ka3aHb BiACYTHBHOTO
cBigka [10, m. 131].

Barowmicte mokasanb Cyn BCTaHOB-
JIO€ i y BHUMaAKy iCHYBaHHSI 3HA4yHOIL
CXOXKOCTi MiXK OMNHUCOM TPABOMNOPY-
LIeHHSl, HaJaHOro BiACYTHIM CBiIKOM,
Ta ONMUCOM LbOTO K MPaBOMOPYLIEHHS
{HIIMM CBiIKOM, 3 SIKUM He OYyJIO KO[-
HUX [0KasiB 3MoBU. Ko apyruu
CBiIOK He HaJaB MOKa3aHHA B CYIi,
to €CIIJI BU3Hae iX HEMHHyuYe MeEHII
Baromumu [10, . 128].

OrtXe, y3araJbHEHO MPaBUJIA OL[HKH
€CI1JI Baromocti m0Ka3iB y BHMNAIKY
HESIBKM CBilka 0OBUHYBayeHHs A0 CYLY.

Y cmammi posersdaromecs npa-
BuUAQ  OYiHKU Baeomocmi 00Ka3is
Yy sunadky HessKku c8i0Ka 00BUHY-
sauenHs 00 cyoy, supobieHi npax-
mukoro €sponelicokoeo cydy 3 npas
A00uKY npomseom decamunimo, Ki
BUKOPUCMOBYIOMbCA HUM MPAOUYiliiHO
045 BCMAHOBAEGHHA CNPABEOAUBOCMI
cydosozo po3eaady.

Bcmawnosaeno, wio €sponeicokull
cyod 3 npas AOO0UHU 8BANCAE, ULO 020-
AOULeHHS NOKA3AHb CBIOKA, AKUL He
3’s8uscs 8 cydosomy 3aciOanHi i He
6ys donumanutl 06BUHYBAUEHUM Ul
tloeo 3axucHuUKOM Ha nonepeodnix cma-
disix poseanady, nompebye niomsep-
Oocenna iHwumu dokasamu. 3 dono-
moeoro niomsepdicysarvHux 00Ka3i8
8CMAHOBAIOEMBCA BUPIULANbHICTMD
nokasamvL maxkozo ceidxka: uum birowl
sacomumu 6yoymo iHuLi 068UHYBANbHI
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dokasu, mum MeHwa Bipo2idHicmo
BUBHAHHS  NOKA3aHb  8IOCYMHLOZO
c8i0Kka supiarbHUML 0L BUHYBAMO-
cmi 068uUHYBAUEHO2O0.

[lomiveno, wo O0ana HedonyuieHHs
nopyuienmHs npas 3axucmy 8 po3eas-
dysanomy Kowmexcmi, nompibui 8pis-
HOBQXMCYIOUl haKmopu, 8 MOMY HYUCAL
8aeOMI NPOUECYAAbHI eaparmii, KL
8 3mo03i 3abesneuumu 0oCmMOBipHiCMb
makxux dokasis.

Hosedeno €Esponelicokum cydom
3 npas AOOUHU, W0 HUM BANCAUBTUUMLL
€ NoKa3aHHs B8i0CYMHb020 CBIOKAQ
00BUHYBAYUEHH A, MUM BQAEOMILUUMU
marome b6ymu 8pisHosaNcyoUi Qak-
mopu, w0 6cmarosums bararc, a cyodo-
suli poseasd cmaue CnpPasedsUBUM.

Obrpynmosaro, w0 8CMAHOBACHH A
gacomocmi  dodamkosux  00Ka3i8
€ npepoecamusa HayionarvHux cyois,
a €sponeticokuii cyd 3 npas AOOUHU
nposodume 30eaibHy OYIHKY Cnpa-
gedausocmi BUPOKY, 8pAX08YIOUU AK
HAUIOHAAbHI CYOu OUiHUAL 8A2OMICMb
dodamkosux HaasHux ob8UHYBAHYBA-
Hux 0oKasis.

Pozeasnymo sunadok, Koiu O0OAf
HauionaavbHoeo cydy, akull po3eaa0ae
cnpasy, €sponeticokuil cyd 3 npas
A00uUHU O0ORYCKAE ICHYBAHHA B8aA20-
MOI npuuuHy HessKu csidka, mobmo
mae 6ymu HasBHe 8azome QaxKmuune
ma npasose OOIPYHMYBAHHI, W00 He
3abesneuysamu 28Ky ceioka 8 cydose
sacidanna. Hasasrnicme makoeo nio-
IpDYHmsa € BAESOMUM  NOACHEHHAM
BUBHAHHSA HAYIOKAALHUM cydom Hene-
pesipeHux  NOKA3aHb  BiOCYMHbLOEO
cgidka sk dokasy.

Hasedeni npuxksadu moeo, £k
€sponeticokutl cyd 3 npas AOOUHU
nposodums O00CAIOHCEHH BACOMOCH
dodamkosux 00Ka3i8 Y KOHKPEMHUX
cnpasax, Cnuparoiucy Ha 8AACHI npa-
suia, uio 3abeaneuye cnpasediusicmo
cydogoeo po3eandy.

KurrouoBi cjaoBa: CyIoBUH PO3TJISAL;
JNOJATKOBI OOBHMHYBaJbHI J0Ka3W 3J10-
YUHY; BaromicTb N0Ka3iB; (paKTOpH, fKi
BU3HA4YalOTb BAaroMicTh [0Ka3iB; IpaBa
3aXUCTY.
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Poletylo P. The ECHR’s rule for
assessing the weight of evidence in
the event of a prosecution witness
not appearing in court

The article examines the rules for
assessing the weight of evidence in
the event of a prosecution witness
not appearing in court, developed by
the practice of the European Court
of Human Rights over decades,
which are traditionally used by it to
establish the fairness of a trial.

It has been established that the
European Court of Human Rights
considers that the announcement of
the testimony of a witness who did
not appear at the court session and
was not questioned by the accused or
his defense counsel at the previous
stages of the proceedings, needs to be
confirmed by other evidence.

It is noted that in order to prevent
violation of rights of defense in
the considered context, balancing
factors are needed, including strong
procedural guarantees that are able
to ensure the reliability of such
evidence.

It has been proven by the European
Court of Human Rights that the more
important the testimony of an absent
witness for the prosecution, the more
weighty the counterbalancing factors
should be, which establish a balance
and the trial will be fair.

It is justified that establishing the
weight of additional evidence is the
prerogative of national courts, and
the European Court of Human Rights
conducts an overall assessment of
the justice of the sentence, taking
into account how the national courts
assessed the weight of the additional
available incriminating evidence.

The case was considered, when
the European Court of Human Rights
allows the existence of a valid reason
for the non-appearance of a witness
for the national court considering
the case, i.e. there must be a valid
factual and legal justification for not
ensuring the witness’s appearance at
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the court session. The existence of
such a basis is a valid explanation
for the recognition by the national
court of the unverified testimony of
the absent witness as evidence.
Examples are given of how the
European Court of Human Rights
conducts a study of the weight of
additional evidence in specific cases,
relying on its own rules, which
ensures the fairness of the trial.

Key words: judicial proceedings;
additional incriminating evidence of
the crime; weight of evidence; factors
that determine the weight of evidence;
defense rights.
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